INDIVIDUAL STUDY PLAN

Ph.D. in Information Systems Program

New Jersey Institute of Technology

Last modified: August 2002

You will change your plan frequently, as your interests change, but by making a plan as early as possible, you will gain a sense of what will be involved in completing your degree.

After you have completed this document (in MSWord; keep a copy and bring or send a copy), it will become part of your file maintained by the Ph.D. director and will be used to chart your progress.  You will be required to submit official updates towards the end of each semester in order to register for the following semester.  Distance students can email their form update to their advisor. 

Student’s Name:  ______________________________________

E-mail address:  _______________________________________

Mailing address: ________________________________________

Telephone: _____________________

Date of Matriculation:   

Initial Faculty Adviser:  __Starr Roxanne Hiltz__

Subsequent Faculty Adviser:  ______________________
Date:  ________

Subsequent Faculty Adviser:  _________________________________
Date:  ___________

Subsequent Faculty Adviser:  _________________________________
Date:  ___________

The student may change advisers at any time, in consultation with the director.  After the qualifying examination, the adviser should be a faculty member who has agreed in principle to serve as the student’s dissertation adviser.
1. COURSE WORK

Please list the courses you plan to take to satisfy the program requirements. (New students need only complete the plans for parts A, B and C) 

A student admitted with a master’s degree with “all the right courses” could complete the Ph.D. work with an absolute minimum of 24 credits of coursework and 30 credits of dissertation research.  Students admitted on the basis of a bachelor’s degree need to complete a minimum of 90 credits. To avoid taking more courses than you need, you should work out this plan with your advisor. 

A. Prerequisites/ bridge courses

If you received a conditional admit, you may be missing some mathematics or computing undergraduate prerequisites below:

	Course Number and Title
	Check if needed
	Semester to be taken

	1. CIS 505 Programming & Data Structures
	
	

	2. CIS 332 Operating Systems
	
	

	3. CIS 350 Computers and Society
	
	

	4. CIS 431 Database Systems
	
	

	5. CIS 451 Data Communications
	
	

	6. CIS 456 Open Systems Networking
	
	

	7. CIS 465 Advanced Info Systems
	
	

	8. Math 111 Calculus 1
	
	

	9. Math 112 Calculus 2
	
	

	10. Math 226 Discrete Analysis
	
	

	11. Math 333 Probability and Statistics. 
	
	


B. Required IS Core courses

	Course
	Experience or coursework
	Semester planned
	Semester taken

	CIS 677
	
	
	

	CIS 675
	
	
	

	CIS 673
	
	
	

	CIS 679
	
	
	


C. Four computing sciences core courses 

(Usually waived for those with related masters degrees), one each from four of the following five areas: 

1. Programming languages and Methodologies: CIS 601, CIS 602, CIS 603, CIS 604, CIS 635, CIS 683

2. Database Design: CIS 631, CIS 632, CIS 731

3. Communications and Networks: CIS 633, CIS 651, CIS 652, CIS 654, CIS 656, CIS 696, CIS 697, CIS 741

4. Artificial Intelligence: CIS 670, CIS 671, CIS 672, CIS 674

5. Simulation: CIS 605, CIS 661, CIS 662
	Course Number and Title
	Semester planned
	Semester taken

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4. 
	
	


D. Advanced courses (12; 36 credits; at least 5 at the 700 level) 

D.1. (Optional) Select an “application environment track” and take two to four courses. (See Program Description for full list of these areas) 

 (Usually waived for those with master’s degrees) 

Choice of application support concentration:

_____________________________________   (Date) _____________

Changes? ____________________________

	Course Number and Title
	Semester planned
	Semester taken

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4. 
	
	


D.2. Research Specialty area:  advanced courses (8 to 12 courses)

Name of specialty area: _______________________________

Indicate the courses you plan to use as your advanced specialty area courses.  See the web page for your major for details.

	Course Number and Title
	Semester planned
	Semester taken

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4. 
	
	

	5. 
	
	

	6. 
	
	

	7. 
	
	

	8 
	
	

	9.
	
	

	10.
	
	

	11.
	
	

	12.
	
	


E. 6 credits of pre-doctoral research and 24 credits of dissertation research (or 30 credits of dissertation research)

F. At least 4 semesters of credit or participation in the Information Systems Ph.D. Seminar (CIS 787- 788) (788 may count for 3 credits of advanced courses)

2. Schedule by Semester

Fill this in as you plan to register for each semester.

Points to bear in mind:

· Courses essential to the qualifying examination in your major must be taken in the first two years for full-time students and in the first three years for part-time students.  

· List ESL (English as a second language) and MBA courses as well as degree courses.

· At least four courses in your program must be at the 700 levels. 

FALL (year 1) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SPRING (year 1) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SUMMER (year 1) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


FALL (year 2)

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SPRING (year 2) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SUMMER (year 2)

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


FALL (year 3) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SPRING (year 3) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SUMMER (year 3) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


FALL (year 4)

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SPRING (year 4) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SUMMER (year 4) 

	Course Number
	Title
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(Add additional copies of this page as needed.) 

Rules of the Program:

· The qualifying examination on the required IS core courses is normally taken 12 to 18 months after matriculation for full-time students and in the third or fourth year for part-time students.  A student who fails the qualifying examination may be given permission to attempt it a second time but must do so the next time the exam is offered. 

· In order to take the qualifying examination, the student must have received a grade of at least "B" in each of the core IS courses, and have at least a 3.5 average overall in these core courses.

· Following the “general” qualifying exam, the student may enroll in pre-doctoral research.  A state of the art literature review is prepared as the research specialty area exam, and will lead to the dissertation proposal. This should be completed within 6 months of passing the qualifying exam.  

· A proposal defense or hearing should be normally be within 12 months of passing the qualifying examination in order for the student’s progress to be considered satisfactory.   

· Students entering the program as full-time students must complete their dissertation within seven years after their matriculation into the program.

Please Plan Your Examinations:

INITIAL PLAN

	
	Date Planned (Month/Year)

	Qualifying Examination
	

	State of the art paper
	

	Proposal Hearing
	

	Defense of Dissertation
	


RECORD OF EXAMINATIONS

	
	Date Actually Taken
	Passed or Failed

	Qualifying Examination
	
	

	State of the art paper
	
	

	Proposal Hearing
	
	

	Defense of Dissertation
	
	


REVISED PLAN

	DATE OF REVISION: 

	
	Date Planned (Month/Year)
	Adviser’s Initials

	Qualifying Examination
	
	

	State of the art paper
	
	

	Proposal Hearing
	
	

	Defense of Dissertation
	
	


(Add additional copies of this page as needed.)

Teaching Requirement:
A Ph.D. student must have successfully taught at least one course.  Ideally, each student will teach at least two different sections of courses, one face to face and one online. 

	Courses taught
	Date and section number
	Delivery Mode

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Special Notes:

1. Planned composition of the State of the Art paper review committee

2. Planned composition of the Dissertation Committee:

3. Progress reports or comments from the advisor: 

1
2

